
ROBINSON RESERVE NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE INC 

MINUTES ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

11am FRIDAY 13TH OCTOBER 2017 

 

Present  

Members: Lyn Giles, Luke Bresolin, Vera Joosten, Graham Cole, Annie Cohen, Michael Riley, Clare Peck 

Observers: Meri Carnovale, Rachel Wood, Mayor Helen Davidson, Cr Natalie Abboud, Cr Sue Bolton, Vic Issell, 

John Coutanche, Eliza Metcalfe, Lauren 

 

Absent:  Maria Larubina, Sue Purdie, Sam Phuangsuwan 

 

Vera Joosten (Acting Chair) opened meeting by welcoming everyone and acknowledged the presence of Mayor 

Helen Davidson, Cr Natalie Abboud and Cr Sue Bolton. She continued by acknowledging the traditional owners of the 

land, and apologies from Maria Larubina (Chair) who was not available for the meeting. 

 

1. Chair requested a motion be moved that the minutes from previous AGM 2016 be accepted. 

Moved: Graham Cole  Seconded: Vera Joosten 

2. Treasurer’s Report 

Robinson Reserve NH continues to be well placed financially as can be seen from the Auditor’s report. Net 

profit/loss for 2016 was over $10,000. Vera congratulated the staff for their great work.  Vera emphasised 

the value of winning grants to help the organisation’s viability. Our fundraising efforts have stepped up 

considerably in 2016 and had a significant impact on the budget. 

3. Coordinators Report 

Lucy began by saying that it has been a year of significant development and growth. The house welcomed 

many faces, old and new. Most noteworthy was the upgrade to the rear yard and the development of a 

sensory garden made possible through Moreland Council’s Capital Works Grant. The other project was the 

establishment of a coffee cart which operates daily at the house and is staffed entirely by a team of 

volunteer baristas. The coffee cart provides work experience and training opportunties for jobseekers 

through pre-accredited and accredited training courses. She talked about the installation of solar panels 

under the Enabling Community Tenant Access to Solar project via Moreland Council and Moreland Energy 

Foundation Ltd. Lucy said that the programs continue to thrive at RRNH with community playgroups on 

every morning, 7 pre-accredited courses and the introduction of short courses and workshops. She 

announced that exciting plans are underway to rebrand RRNH which will coincide with the 30 year 

celebration in 2018 including a new name and website. Then finished by acknowledging the amazing work of 

the staff and volunteers and the dedication and support from the committee of management. 

4. Guest speaker – Mayor of Moreland, Helen Davidson 

The Mayor began by congratulating RRNH on a successful year – which was evident by the Annual Report. 

She went on to talk about the importance of neighbourhood houses, how they fill a gap in society and give 

back to the community, offer lifelong learning opportunities and how they are well recognised and 

embraced by the community. She concluded by mentioning the improvements to the rear yard and how she 

appreciated the nature play aspect.  

5. Membership subscription 

Recommendation that the subscription becomes a gold coin donation only for the coming year and renewal 

date is set for 30th April annually. 

Moved:  Vera Joosten  Seconded: Graham Cole 

6. Special Resolution 

 Proposed name change from Robinson Reserve Neighbourhood House Inc to Reynard Street 

Neighbourhood House Inc. 



 Amendment to our current Constitution to replace the incorporation’s name from from 

Robinson Reserve Neighbourhood House Inc to Reynard Street Neighbourhood House Inc 

Moved: Graham Cole  Seconded: Lyn Giles 

 

7. Election of new Committee of Management for 2017/18 

Graham Cole, Annie Cohen & Sue Purdie will be continuing in their 2nd year place.  

Resigning member is Sam Phuangsuwan. 

Vera Joosten, Luke Bresolin & Maria Larubina nominated for 2 years. 

Eliza Metcalfe also nominated for one year. 

Moved:  Lyn Giles  Seconded: Michael Riley 

 

AGM closed at 11.30am 

 


